


Financial Services Cluster Meeting
                          June 22, 2007 8:00 – 9:30 AM





      Synovus Bank

Introductions were made and Norma Martin from Syonovus Bank was thanked for hosting the meeting. 

Diane Andrews gave an EDC update and spoke about ED Rocks and how successful it was at Snook Haven. The Financial Service Cluster is on the EDC website under Clusters and she said for all to view the minutes and updates there.    

Beth Ebersole asked the group to look at the draft of the Mission Statement and the final statement that was unanimously approved is as follows: 
“The Financial Services Cluster mission is to strengthen and provide opportunities for financial services businesses in Sarasota County promoting collaborative and educational resources for businesses and individuals.”  

Diane gave a webinar update about how they work and the costs and some of the attendees decided to check into what their companies do for internal webinars. The costs seemed to be high that she was quoted. They will report back at the next meeting. Everyone likes the idea and wants to proceed with it. 

The webinar categories that were decided on were: 

General Banking, Insurance, Wealth Management, Accounting Tax, Employee Benefits. 

The attendees will send their topics to Diane under these categories for the next meeting and an IT person will be invited from one of the businesses represented to answer questions about webinars.    

Hayden Lipp agreed to be the Education liaison for the group. He will contact the higher education institutes in the County to see what their certification programs are for financial services. The feeling from the group is that more can be offered. He will report back to the group at the next meeting and Diane will send him the names and e-mails of the contacts at the colleges.   

The next meeting will be August 3, 2007 at Kerkering Barberio & Co from 8:00 – 9:30 AM.   
