Minutes from Creative Services Cluster, November 15, 2006

GWIZ, Hands on Science Museum

Sarah Lansky, Director of Marketing and PR for GWIZ and the Co-Chair of the Creative Services Cluster welcomed the group and mentioned the upcoming events at the Museum. Introductions were made.

Diane Andrews spoke about the Economic Outlook Luncheon on January 26, 2007 at Michael’s on East and the speaker will be Speaker of the House Marco Rubio. There will also be the panel discussion among our business leaders and the topic this year is local and global competitiveness. 

Sarah Lansky and Pedro Perez, Co-Chairs of the Creative Cluster are stepping down and new leadership is being sought. Diane urged anyone to give her ideas for the Co-Chairs positions. A Strategic Planning Session will be planned the first quarter of 2007.

The guest speakers were Brian Zajac and Brian Smith partners in a company called 3DAS here in Sarasota. They do photo-realistic architectural renderings and animations for home owners, architects and developers. Their presentation was well received as they walked through the 3D process and the results are so realistic. Colors can be changed, furniture and columns moved so a client can see what the final product will look like. Some of the positive impacts this technique has are improved marketing and communication among the realtors and developers and ability to identify design flaws and poor color schemes which saves money in the long run to name a few of the benefits of this process.  

Susan Blake spoke about the PR Conference which will be held on April 5, 2007 at the new USF campus. This will be an interactive half day workshop for small business owners. It will assist them with getting the “buzz” out about their business and they will learn about new trends in technology through panel discussions and guest speakers. The committee is meeting regularly and getting the program firmed up.

The Creative Directory 2006/07 is again being done in conjunction with Adfed and EDC Creative Services Cluster. Dawn Klee is the contact at Adfed. 

The Strategic Planning Session will be the next meeting date and that is TBD at this time. We will be sending a notice to all Cluster members when the new Co-Chairs decide on a date.   
