           LIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES CLUSTER MINUTES

                                               October 5, 2007 
Ken Shelin welcomed everyone and thanked the Sarasota Herald Tribune for their hospitality in hosting the meeting.

Diane Andrews gave an update on EDC, the clusters, events and expansions in the County. 

The panel discussion was: Commercial Green Building, Wave of the Future in Sarasota County and the panelists were: Michael Carlson, Carlson Studio Architects; Drew Smith, Two Trails, Inc.; David Sessions, Willis A. Smith Construction and Steve Ellis, MyGreenBuildings. The panelists introduced themselves and the audience was given a handout with the panelists’ bios.

Ken Shelin was the moderator and asked is “green building” a sign of the future and not just a passing phase? All of the panelists responded that it is not a niche market but it is the future. Europe is way ahead of the us; however Sarasota County is a leader nationally in adopting green goals and standards but we are still in the early stages. States like Pennsylvania and California are ahead of us. At some point in the near future, sustainability will not be a separate conversation but integral in what we do. 

When asked about the costs for commercial building to become green either new construction or retrofitting all the panelists agreed that in the long run, the savings are substantial. The upfront costs to install Xeriscaping, low flow toilets, solar water heaters, etc are offset by the energy savings over the long run. This has been proven by developers and shown to their commercial clients. Eventually you will see “green” in building codes in Sarasota County, the trend is moving very quickly because not only can it impact the bottom line but it is the right thing to do. 

Panelists were then asked what role government plays and is government an obstacle to “green building”. The panelists said things are changing and eventually “green code” will be accepted like the ADA (American with Disabilities) code. Selby Gardens has the first green roof in the County and the new technologies are moving very quickly and the building departments need to be open to technologies that are being brought before them. Commissioner Joe Barbetta invited the panel to let the commissioners know if a code is getting in their way as they would like to not impede green initiatives in anyway. Local governments are educating their building departments about “green” codes.
Many commercial buildings in the County are being retrofitted to be green certified. There is a LEED existing building standard that is very popular. Commercial customers are coming from not for profits, school systems, private sector (Lakewood Ranch Realty) and the government. The Sarasota school system, who   installed energy efficient lighting and a thermal storage system, was given as an example. This allows them to make ice at night and not use their cooler systems which is a great example of good economics.  

The panelists said “green” buildings are beauty with meaning; sustainability adds so much to a building. Maybe there will eventually be incentives for small businesses to help subsidize their green projects. California has rebates and we might want to look at them as a model. Florida does have renewable energy rebates for water systems. Our financial institutions need to assist and one panelist’s idea is for “green” mortgages.
There were many questions and comments from the audience and several businesses gave examples of what they have done to “green” their buildings.

In closing, the panelists said sustainability is not a choice anymore, we have a limited amount of resources and being “green” has enormous benefits and the business opportunities will feed off each other. Sarasota County’s economic business climate is ripe for this momentum. Florida Governor Charlie Christ wants to be known as the “green” governor and Sarasota County wants to be the poster community for “green” building.                         

